
	

Electric Vehicles 
Download a PDF of this resource here. 

 

The transport sector is now the highest emitting sector in the UK economy, 
with cars accounting for over 50% of these emissions. A thriving electric 
vehicle (EV) industry can help the UK to achieve its climate change targets, 
as well as brining wider benefits, such as boosting the UK economy and 
reducing air pollution.  

According to Next Green Car, A UK motorist can now choose from about 
120 electric vehicle models and at the end of 2017 there were approximately 
178,000 electric vehicles on UK roads. The UK government is aiming to 
ban sales of new petrol and diesel cars by 2040, while the Scottish 
government has a more ambitious target of 2032. However, The Committee 
on Climate Change says this must happen nearer to 2030 to meet the 3% 
emission reduction per year needed to meet the carbon budget.  

An outline of what this resource will include: 
 

 
 
 
 

 

THE BENEFITS OF 
ELECTRIC VEHICLES 

Electric Vehicles can reduce air 
pollution, provide a boost to the 
economy and reduce carbon 
emissions. You can raise some 
of these points to establish 
common ground with your MP 
and help them to see the 
benefits of electric vehicles 

	

THE POLICY 
ENVIRONMENT 

The government announced its 
‘Road to Zero’ strategy in July 
2018. This announced a number 
of policies to support the EV 
industry. However, the 
Committee on Climate Change 
says that this still doesn’t go far 
enough. 

	

WHAT CAN I ASK MY MP 
TO DO? 

Here you can find out more 
about what MPs can do to 
reduce emissions in the car 
industry, such as moving 
forward the ban on petrol and 
diesel car sales, investing in 
charging infrastructure and 
encouraging active travel. 

	



	

The Benefits of Electric Vehicles 

EVs help to reduce the UK’s emissions but they have wider benefits beyond this. 
Highlighting these wider benefits can help to bring round your MP to taking action. 

Emissions 

If the UK is to reach net zero emissions by 2050 then there will need to be a rapid increase in the 
uptake of electric vehicles. The CCC estimate that to meet the current target of reducing 
emissions by 80% on 1990 levels then 60% of all new vehicles will have to be electric by 2030. 
All new vehicles will need to be electric by 2035. 

Air Pollution 

The burning of fossil fuels in internal combustion engines is one of the main contributors 
towards air pollution. The impacts of air pollution on health are extensive, with outdoor air 
pollution contributing to 40,000 deaths per year in the UK. Research by the Royal College of 
Physicians has shown that there are proven links between air pollution and cancer, asthma, heart 
disease, obesity and strokes. A report by the Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Select 
Committee estimated that this costs the economy over £20 billion per year. Increasing the use of 
EVs would help to address the health impacts of air pollution and save the country money. 

Economic Benefits 

The UK’s strong car manufacturing industry makes it a great place for manufacturers of EVs to 
invest, thus creating jobs and contributing to economic growth. Over 50 000 of Nissan’s Leaf, 
for example, have been made at its Sunderland plant. The £36 million investment to produce the 
Leaf in Sunderland is estimated to support 2000 jobs at the plant and in the wider UK supply 
chain. Furthermore, with renewables on the rise, an increasing amount of electricity is generated 
locally or regionally, for example on the roof of our homes through solar panels. So, rather than 
sending vast amounts of money to oil exporting countries, consumers would be sending their 
money to national or regional utilities, regional power plant owners, community solar and wind 
farms, keeping the money within the country.  



	

The Policy Environment 

Road to Zero Strategy  

In July 2018, the Department for Transport released their ‘Road to Zero’ (RTZ) strategy, 
outlining how the UK will achieve the shift to zero carbon transport. Some key ambitions 
outlined within this strategy include:  

• At least half of new car sales to be ultra-low 
emission by 2030.  

• At least 50% - and as many as 70% - of new car 
registrations to be ultra-low  

• emission by 2030, alongside up to 40% of new 
vans.  

• Requirements for new homes and offices to install 
electric vehicle charging points as standard.  

• New measures to tackle emissions from HGVs, a 
sector which until  

• now has had no emission reduction policy. The 
new voluntary commitment is a 15% emission 
reduction from the sector by 2025. 

The Strategy also recognises that many more EV 
charging points will be needed in the coming years. Plans 
include a £400m charging infrastructure investment fund 
that has been set up, a call for all new street lights to 
include charging points- though there is no mention of 
retrofitting existing street lighting- and all new homes to 
have a charge point available.  
 
However, the Department of Transport said hybrid cars 
and vans would not be included in a ban on the sale of 
new petrol and models from 2040. The Committee on 
Climate Change (CCC) state that “to meet the government’s stated goal of every car and van 
being zero emission in 2050, only pure battery electric vehicles and long range plug in hybrids 
can be sold after 2035, enabling the majority of journeys to be completed in electric mode”. You 
can raise the significance of including hybrids in the 2040 ban with your MP, given that they 
release emissions and therefore would not be in line with the ‘zero emission’ target the report 
was supposed to set out. 



	

Road to Zero Strategy  

The Plug-in Grant, which was setup in 2011, aimed to incentivise people to buy electric cars. Up until November 
2018 it gave £4,500 towards the cost of a new all-electric car and £2,500 towards a plug-in hybrid. In the Industrial 
Strategy, the government pledged £100 million to guarantee the Plug-in Grant’s future until 2020.  

However, in October 2018 the Department for Transport announced that it would reduce support for all-electric 
cars to £3500 and scrap the Plug-in Grant for plug-in hybrids completely. Mike Hawes of the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders said “it’s astounding that just three months after publishing its ambitious vision for a zero 
emissions future (for vehicles), government has slashed the very incentive that offers our best chance of getting there”. 

 

 
 
The Jaguar I-Pace, a fully electric vehicle made in Britain won car of the year in 2018. The car can 
travel 300 miles on a full battery. 

Image Source: Jaguar 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

What can I ask my MP to do to support the EV 
industry? 

It is always beneficial to start your conversation with your MP by addressing the positive areas of 
the government’s plans for EVs. You may then choose to speak to your MP about some of the 
following: 

• You could talk to your MP about providing exemptions for EV owners. For example, in 
Norway owners of EVs are not charged for using toll roads, ferries or municipal parking 
and have access to bus lanes (Norwegian Electric Vehicle Association, 2016). As a result, 
it is estimated that 30% of vehicles on Norwegian roads are EVs, compared to 4.4% in 
the UK. 

• Norway’s ban on conventional vehicle sales starts in 2025, and India, China, Slovenia, 
Austria, Israel, Ireland and Holland are all committed to a 2030 ban. Scotland’s ban 
starts in 2032. The current UK timescale is 2040. You could talk to your MP about the 
ambition needed for UK to maintain their position as a leader in tackling climate change. 

• There is a need to improve the charging point infrastructure in the UK. Now that the 
Road to Zero strategy has announced plans for increased EV infrastructure investment, 
you could discuss with your MP what measures are being taken to provide more 
charging points in the local area. 

• You can raise the importance of revising the Road to Zero Strategy to include a ban on 
the sale of conventional vans as well as cars from 2040. This is especially important 
given that emissions from vans are growing faster than those from any other form of 
transport (CCC). 

• Road to Zero sets out an intention to review the take-up of EVs in 2025. The CCC 
warns that this is too late to put measures in place if insufficient progress is being made. 
You could ask your MP to raise these concerns with the Secretary of State for Transport, 
Chris Grayling. 

• The Road to Zero strategy has a large focus on cars and has no mention of switching to 
other modes of transport. There are currently 38 million cars on our roads. Only 3% of 
commuters currently cycle to work (2011 figures). Research shows major health benefits 
to cycle commuters such as a 50% reduction in the chance of heart disease, therefore 
reducing pressure on the NHS. If your MP is interested in the economic benefits of the 
green economy, you can talk about the importance of widening the RTZ strategy to 
include forms of active travel in reducing the costs to the healthcare system. 

• As mentioned above, the government is planning to scrap the Plug-in Grant. This policy 
has supported the take up of 160 000 electric vehicles. You could talk to your MP about 
how damaging the cuts to the Plug-in Grant will be to the EV industry and, in particular, 
you could point out how it undermines the UK’s industrial strategy and ‘Road to Zero’ 
strategy. You could ask your MP to ask a parliamentary question to the Secretary of State 
for Transport about this policy change.  


