
 
 

“It is important to show children how they can make 

change themselves, and to show them that this is possible.”  
-Oliver Coppard, Labour candidate for Sheffield Hallam. 

 

The education sector has an important role to play in beginning to address the 

issue of climate change. An increase in Eco Schools and eco education would 

require significant changes to our education system. 

 

Keep Britain Tidy funds the Eco Schools England project. Eco-Schools is an international award 

programme that guides schools on their sustainable journey, providing a simple framework to 

help make sustainability an integral part of school life. The process is easy and all the resources 

are provided and Government policy and support would increase the prevalence of schools 

willing to take part.  Eco-Schools can help enhance the curriculum and unite the whole school 

behind something important.  

 

70% of English schools have joined the Eco-Schools programme but there is no data for 

monitoring to what extent the Sustainable education has been rolled out across the schools so 

far. Joining the programme is completely free and makes tackling sustainable issues 

manageable and easy for any school. Registered schools receive a monthly e-newsletter with 

details of Eco-Schools training courses and conferences. Schools can work towards our three 

awards; Bronze, Silver and Green Flag, keeping momentum going. 

 

The Education team at Keep Britain Tidy produced an Eco Schools Strategy Forum in 2014 with 

a long term aim of the development of an Eco Schools strategy. They say that ‘a five year, 2015 

– 2020, strategy for Eco-Schools and our wider education work is currently a work in progress.’ 

You can read more about Keep Britain Tidy and their other programmes here. 

 

Eco Schools have many benefits to all the different stakeholders involved in the process: 

 

(Adapted from Keep Britian Tidy Eco Schools Strategy Forum)  

Children Develop sustainability knowledge and skills, improve the local 
environments of children, and improve their general wellbeing 

Schools Improve sustainability performance, improve pupil engagement, 
attendance and whole school performance.   

Business The opportunity for future employees to have skills in sustainability with 
the chance to develop corporate social responsibility partnerships 

Community Help schools to work with the wider community to strengthen 
community relationships and sustainable activities 

Public Sector Can create policy drivers to support sustainable education 
Building citizens for the future 

http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/assetlibraryfiles/eco-schoolsstrategyforum2014_whatwelearned_keepbritaintidy_may2014_1367.pdf
http://keepbritaintidy.org/ourprogrammes/535
http://www.eco-schools.org.uk/assetlibraryfiles/eco-schoolsstrategyforum2014_whatwelearned_keepbritaintidy_may2014_1367.pdf


 
 

The Success of Eco Schools Programmes so far:  

 

Dearne Valley Eco Schools Project: This scheme is funded by the Regional Improvement & 

Efficiency Program (RIEP) and European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). It is the largest 

eco schools project in the country, and has been extremely popular in the Dearne Valley area. 

Almost all of the primary and secondary schools in the Dearne Valley have signed up (46 in 

total) to take part. The project includes work in the classroom as well as visiting the local Marr 

wind farm, designed to give pupils a first-hand look at how a renewable energy scheme 

operates. 

 

The Eco Schools project has been a huge success in gaining a positive response from the 

students, with the added positive of taking their sustainability knowledge home to their families.  

 

Progress to be made: 

 

In late September 2016, Theresa May gave her seal of approval to an Eco School, St Mary’s 

RC Primary School in Maidenhead; the school has achieved a decade of environmental action 

that has seen them reduce their gas bill by 40%, reduce their waste by a third and build a 

greenhouse from 2,000 plastic bottles. However, Theresa May talked about this Eco School as 

making a difference in a ‘small way’ as individuals and no further national policy around 

education has been discussed.  

 

What you can ask of your MP 

 

Earlier in 2016 Justine Greening, the Minister for Education said: ‘Over the past six years we 

have made great strides forward, with more than 1.4 million more children in good or 

outstanding schools than in 2010.’  

 

You could discuss with your MP what constitutes a ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ school and 

how we can move toward Eco Schools being part of the criteria for an ‘outstanding’ 

school. 

http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/prime-minister-gives-eco-school-the-seal-of-approval/2751/2/1/999/3
http://www.keepbritaintidy.org/prime-minister-gives-eco-school-the-seal-of-approval/2751/2/1/999/3

