
 
 

 

Community Energy 

What is Community Energy? 

Community Energy is about community groups coming together with the aim of reducing 

energy demand, as well as managing and generating low carbon heat and power 

(communityenergyengland.org). The overarching objective is to tackle climate change but there 

are many other benefits too. For example, economic incentives to reduce energy bills and create 

community income, as well as tackling the issues of energy security and fuel poverty.  

Community Energy allows local communities to take back control of their energy supply and 

keep money in the local economy – this appeals to all people, regardless of economic status or 

political persuasion, so is a fantastic topic to bring up with your MP.  

Why does the Community Energy sector need more support? 

In May 2014 the Government were granted approval for the Green Investment Bank (GIB) to 

expand its investment to include community renewable energy schemes. In 2015, 76 

Community Energy organisations were registered. 

However, this was followed by policy reforms with the Government reducing the feed in tariffs, 

making regulations more complex and ending tax relief. As a result of this, only 10 new 

community energy organisations have been registered in 2016 so far. 

Community energy experts, The Co-operative, have warned about the challenges facing the 

sector. They have urged for stronger lobbying to ensure better Government support. A survey 

by the Co-operative Energy showed that 2/3s of respondents would support community-owned 

renewable projects such as wind or solar farms. This report showed that public support is there, 

but we need to encourage more support from our MPs on this issue. 

Community Energy near you 

The Project’s Page on the Community Energy Hub is a great place to gather more information 

about existing community energy projects in the UK. You can search for a location to see if there 

is a community energy project near you before meeting with your MP!  

If there is a project in your local community, you can use it as an example for your MP on how 

well renewables are being implemented in your local community. Why not invite your MP to 

visit the site with you? Or if you’re meeting your MP at their surgery you could invite someone 

from the project to come with you to tell your MP about the fantastic work they’re doing, as well 

as some of the challenges they are facing.  

Support for Community Energy 

Starting a community energy organisation may seem like a huge and daunting thing. But there is 

lots of help and support available for start-up organisations: 

http://communityenergyengland.org/
https://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/
https://www.cooperativeenergy.coop/news-and-views/community-energy-retains-overwhelming-backing-of-uk-public-and-increased-support-among-conservative-voters-survey-finds/
http://hub.communityenergyengland.org/projects/


 
 

Pure Leapfrog: is a leader in providing social investment and 

support for Community Energy projects UK wide. Pure Leapfrog are able to provide low cost 

finance and advice and so far have helped 100 Community Energy projects along their journey. 

Community Energy England: provides a voice for the Community Energy sector by representing 

and supporting projects.   

A quick summary of the key things Community Energy Projects can 

bring to our communities:  

 Save money on energy bills, both for private and public buildings. 

 Help maintain energy security by diversifying energy supply. 

 Help tackle climate change. 

 Has the ability to supply a great number of jobs in green technology. 

 There can be wider social benefits for a community, such as generating an income to be 

used for community development, or strengthening community relationships. 

What can you ask your MP to do around Community Energy? 

 If your MP has shown concern around fuel poverty, then community energy is a great 

place to start a conversation with your MP, in reducing fuel costs and tackling energy 

security.  

 Ask your MP to show their support for an existing community energy project near you. 

Sheffield Renewables say that having MPs on their side gives credibility to the project 

and in turn can increase local Council support. 

Policy ask 

What to ask your MP… 

To write to the Department of Business Energy and Industrial Strategy to ask 

them to exempt Local Community Energy Projects from business tax rates.  

If your MP shows particular interest in the topic… 

To speak up in Parliament about increasing the Feed in Tariffs and tax relief 

for Community Energy Projects. 

 

http://www.pureleapfrog.org/
http://communityenergyengland.org/about/
https://www.sheffieldrenewables.org.uk/

